FRANCE AND ENGLAND

5*
PEACE PROPOSALS

TO H.M.  THE  KING OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND

PARIS, December 25, 1799.

CALLED by the will of the French people to hold the
highest office in the Republic, I think it proper, upon
assuming my functions, to inform Your Majesty of the fact
by my own hand.

Is there to be no end to the war which, for the past
eight years, has desolated every quarter of the globe? Is-
there no means by which we can come to an understanding?
How is it that the two most enlightened nations in Europe,
both stronger and more powerful than their safety and
independence require, consent to sacrifice their commercial
success, their internal prosperity, and the happiness of their
homes, to dreams of imaginary greatness? How is it that
they do not envisage peace as their greatest glory as well as
thek greatest need?

Such sentiments cannot be strange to Your Majesty's
heart, for you rule a free nation for the sole end of making
it happy.

I beg Your Majesty to believe that, in broaching this
subject, it is my sincere desire to make a practical contribu-
tion, for the second time, towards the establishment of a.
general peace. I do so by a demarche that is prompt, confiden-
tial, and freed from those formalities which may be necessary
to save the face of a weak state, but which between great
powers become a mask of mutual trickery.

If France and England abuse their power, they can, for
a long time yet, stave off exhaustion; but it would be an
international disaster; and I make bold to say that the fate of
every civilised nation depends upon the ending of a war
which is embroiling the whole world.

[CORRESP., vi, 4445. The Constitution of the Year VIII, under which
Napoleon became First Consul, was promulgated on December 15.]